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crucified, a form of punishment reserved for the worst
criminals. It was while still undergoing the utmost
shame and agony on the Cross that Jesus forgave His
enemies and asked God also to forgive them. Time
is often said to heal many wounds. After the lapse
of some months or years people generally find it easy
to forgive. In this case it was during the hour of the
greatest suffering caused by His enemies that Jesus
forgave them.

People sometimes say that they have forgiven
several times already, but that the offence has been
repeated so often that it becomes impossible to forgive
any more. The teaching of Jesus on this point is
quite clear (Matt. 18: 21, 22). We should forgive our
brother not only seven times, but also seventy times
seven, because God forgives us continually our
innumerable sins and failures. When we say that
others err so often against us that the limit of our
patience is reached, we should remember how often
and how terribly we sin against God. Compared with
our own offences against God the offences of other
people against us are slight. There is no such thing
as exhausting all the possibilities of Christian forgive-
ness.

Many people often say that they do not personally
feel any resentment or anger, but that they would
like to teach the offender a real lesson. They are only
interested in making a better man of the one who has
committed the wrong, and not in fairing vengeance on
him. Is it more effective to punish than to forgive?
The parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15: 11-32)
shows that forgiveness, human as well as divine, is